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To the Honorable John K. Bullard, Mayor, members of the City 
Council and members of the Board of Library Trustees of the City of 
New Bedford, I respectfully submit the annual Report of the Free 
Public Library for July 1, 1989 through June 30, 1990. 


The New Bedford Free Public Library system consists of the Main 
Library, Wilks, Buttonwood Community, Howland Green, Casa da 
Saudade, and the Bookmobile which visits schools, day-care centers, 
housing projects, shut-ins and city neighborhoods. 


New Bedford continues to serve as the sub-regional headquarters for 
the libraries of Acushnet, Carver, Cuttyhunk, Dartmouth, Fairhaven, 
Fall River, Freetown, Marion, Mattapoisett, Rochester, Somerset, 
Swansea, Wareham, and Westport. As the Sub-regional Headquarters, 
provided for by the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners 
through the Eastern Massachusetts Regional Library System, the New 
Bedford Free Public Library has the responsibility of providing 
support services to these libraries. 


New Bedford is part of Southeastern Automated Libraries, Inc. 
(SEAL) which was incorporated in 1987. Other members of SEAL 
include the public libraries in Acushnet, Carver, Dartmouth, 
Fairhaven, Fall River, Marion, Mattapoisett, Somerset, Swansea, 
Wareham, and Westport. 


The mission of the New Bedford Free Public Library continues to be 
a commitment to provide excellence in services and library 
materials to the citizens of New Bedford and to help them obtain 
information to meet their personal, educational and professional 
needs, placing particular emphasis on youth and reference services 
and as a repository for local recorded history and art. 


INTRODUCTION 


Fiscal year 1989-90 began with the promise of excitement as we 
entered the most visible and public phase of our automation 
project, but it ended on a note of sorrow and frustration as 
impending budget cuts forced us to part with many dedicated members 
of our library staff. 


After a wonderful year of offering an abundance of varied programs 
and services to the children and adults of our community and 
finally seeing the results of our hard work on automation provide 
more efficient services to our patrons, it is heartbreaking to end 
on such a hard note. However, the commitment and perseverance of 
the library staff remained steadfast. This has made it possible to 
provide, in this year, a continued high level of library service. 
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IMPROVED TECHNOLOGY 


The most dramatic event affecting the New Bedford Free Public 
Library and its patrons in FY89-90 was implementation of the 
automated circulation and public catalog systems. 


As part of the SouthEastern Automated Libraries consortium (SEAL), 
we continued automating the cataloging and circulation processes 
and linking the holdings of the main library and its branches with 
other member libraries in Southeastern Massachusetts. The hard 
work over the last two years finally began to pay off as each 
branch began circulating materials “on-line" during this fiscal 
year. 


Our goal was to have at least 90% of the items in each branch 
library accessible by computer before implementing the circulation 
system. Thanks to the efforts of regular staff and temporary 
automation workers, this goal was attained. Careful planning and 
absolute cooperation by everyone resulted in very few problems as 
each location came up. 


On September 18, 1989, Buttonwood Branch Library was the first of 
our libraries to start on-line circulation. Staff from other 
branches then trained with Buttonwood staff in preparation for 
working with the system at their own locations. On October 30, 
Wilks Branch Library went on-line, followed by Howland-Green in 
November and Casa da Saudade in January. The main library came up 
with much fanfare on April 25, 1990, during National Library Week. 
On-line or automated circulation has greatly improved the 
efficiency of circulating almost 400,000 items in 1989-90 by the 
main library and its branches and resulted in many benefits for 
patrons. Instead cf manually keeping records on who has which 
books, staff now use wands or laser beams to read barcode labels on 
library materials and patrons’ library cards and send information 
to the computer which matches books to borrower and keeps the 
records for us. 


Manual records for delinquent borrowers from before the libraries 
were automated had to be entered into the computer. Thereafter, 
the computer assesses fines for overdue materials and generates 
overdue notices and bills. Billing for long overdue items is 
resulting in the return of many older items assumed lost as well as 
increase in money collected. Patrons who have accumulated an 
excessive amount of fines or who have lost material are blocked 
from borrowing more material until their records are cleared. 


Patrons may now renew items by phone and return items to any SEAL 
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location. The computer will also show what items they have checked 
out and when they are all due. Patrons may also reserve items 
owned by other libraries in the system and usually have them 
delivered to the most convenient location for checkout. 


In addition to an automated circulation system, our libraries now 
have an operable on-line Public Access Catalog (PAC) which shows 
not only materials owned by our library but also those owned by 
other SEAL libraries. This greatly increases the chance of staff 
and patrons finding materials for almost every request. 


The task of barcoding books and entering records for them in the 
SEAL database is an ongoing task as new items are continually being 
received and processed. At the same time, work continues on 

the older books in the collection of the main library. In this 
fiscal year, more than 80,000 items, approximately half of the 
circulating materials in the building, were barcoded. The project 
of barcoding and finding and matching bibliographic records for 
older items in the closed stack area was carried over into the new 
fiscal year. 


Staff in all the public service and technical service departments 
spent much of the fiscal year learning, using, and training the 
public about the automated systems which have greatly enhanced our 
ability to provide more efficient circulation and reference _ 
services to library patrons. 


SUBREGIONAL SERVICES 


As all of the SEAL libraries came on-line and their holdings were 
available to patrons through the Public Access Catalog, 
interlibrary loan requests temporarily decreased as libraries could 
now place holds on other libraries’ materials for their patrons. 
The InterLibrary Loan staff became more involved in routing 
materials between libraries more proficient in using the automated 
systems to track down requests. 


As one of the subregional headquarters of the Eastern Massachusetts 
Regional Library System, NBFPL was involved in a re-examination of 
the role of the regional system and the services it provides to 
member libraries. This project was instituted when the regional 
administrator, Mary Heneghan, announced her retirement after 18 
years of service and will continue into the next fiscal year when 
her successor is named. 


STAFF TRAINING AND CONFERENCES 
Staff training continued to be an important part of the changes 


taking place in the library this year to upgrade the quality of 
library services to the community. 
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All branch and most center staff and substitutes received training 
on the automated circulation and cataloging systems. 


Branch and department heads attended special SEAL-sponsored 
workshops on inter/intralibrary loan procedures using the automated 
systems. 


Throughout the year, staff members attended a variety of workshops 
and conferences sponsored by the New England, Library Association, 
the Massachusetts Library Association, the Eastern Region Office, 
and other groups. 


COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT 


Automation of the catalog of books and other items owned by the 
library made it easier for staff to discern gaps in the collection 
and areas of weakness because the bulk of the collection was now 
accessible through the computer. When all the material has been 
entered and there is a computerized history of circulation, or lack 
of it, for all items, staff responsible for maintaining the 
collection will have gained a useful tool in making decisions for 
purchases and withdrawals based on patron demand and usage. 


An integral part of the automation preparation process has been a 
physical inventory of all our holdings. Each item must be located, 
identified, and barcoded before it can be linked to the computer 
records. As a result of this process, we are establishing which 
items have been lost over the years and re- discovering some lost 
items which had been merely miss-shelved. Once the process is 
complete and all older material has been entered in the computer 
database, we will have a much more accurate catalog of the 
collection. 


A committee was formed to plan and implement a long-range 
evaluation of the entire collection at both the main library and 
its branches aimed at formulating a detailed policy for collection 
development. 


Additional CD-ROM databases were added to the Reference Collection 
through purchases or received through the Federal Depository 
Program of the United States Government. 


The Hispanic collection at the Howland-Green Branch was reorganized 
and expanded. Many bilingual titles purchased through the Gateway 
City Grant were added to the collection. 


The Special Collections Department acquired a set of microfilms 
indexing Massachusetts State Archives records of marriages and 
deaths between 1841 and 1985. Other acquisitions updated the Irish 
and Portuguese genealogical collections and Civil War papers. 
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SERVICES AND ACTIVITIES 


Budget cuts early in the fiscal year forced a cutback in hours at 
the main library and the Wilks Branch. In late September, money 
for substitutes was reduced and the main library was closed to the 
public on Wednesday mornings so that circulation staff could attack 
the backlog of data entry for patron registrations in 

preparation for going on-line while continuing with the paperwork 
involved in the existing manual system. 


A temporary patron registration desk was set up at the main library 
in October to handle data input into the computerized patron 
database. At the end of the fiscal year, 19,542 New Bedford 
patrons had been entered. 


Wilks Branch Library, which was formerly open 60 hours per week, 
was cut back to 48 hours per week, the same as the other branches, 
and some staff was reallocated to other branches. 


The Bookmobile made 963 visits to 47 locations in New Bedford, 
bringing books and magazines to schools, day care centers, nursing 
homes, housing projects, senior citizen residential areas, 
homebound patrons, and the Massachusetts Migrant Summer Program. 
Staff also treated children in the housing projects to spontaneous 
storytimes during their visits. 


Carol Bellefeuille, Coordinator of Bookmobile Services, developed 
separate collections of materials to meet the needs of bi-lingual, 
special needs and young adult readers as well as a parent/teacher 
collection. 


Staff of Youth Services at the main library made 19 school visits, 
including one to the Pregnant and Parenting Teen Alternative 
School, to introduce students to the concept of library use and to 
publicize summer programs. Seven hundred twenty-one (721) students 
from six preschool and forty (40) K-6 classes visited the library 
during the fiscal year for tours and orientations. 


Reference Staff at the main library continued to assist patrons in 
locating materials in the card catalogs and computer terminals, 
answer reference questions in person and via telephone, offer 
instruction in use of the computers and microform equipment, 
Maintain a community bulletin board, conduct instructional tours of 
the Reference Room, and select new titles for the non-fiction and 
reference collections. 


Special Collections staff continued their indexing of local news 
from the Standard Times and names in the 1860 New Bedford Census 
and began sorting the Civil War papers of General Richard A. Pierce 
of Camp Meigs in Readville, Mass. 


P8a 
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GRANTS AND GIFTS 


Esther Cram, Head of Wilks, and Martine Hargreaves, 

Head of Howland-Green, wrote a grant proposal for Project 
Youthreach aimed at establishing an enduring relationship between 
the Wilks and Howland-Green Branch Libraries and fourth graders and 
teachers in eight elementary schools in their service area. The 
Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners awarded us $16,088 to 
fund the project. 


A New Bedford Arts Lottery Grant of $1400 was received for a return 
concert of "The Voice of the Turtle," the Sephardic folk group so 
enjoyed last year by our patrons. 


Another Arts Lottery Grant paid for restoration of several 
paintings in our Art Collection and the photographing of 52 
paintings in the collection. 


E. Andrew Wilde of Needham donated $1,000 to the Special 
Collections for materials for the Melville Whaling Room and 
purchase and repair or genealogical materials. 


The Massachusetts Foundation for Humanities’ and Public Policy 
funded a reading and discussion series at Buttonwood Branch Library 
entitled “In Search of Many Americas." Sharon Pinho, Buttonwood 
Community Branch Head, applied for the grant and administered the 
program. 


PERSONNEL 


Employees recognized in 1990 for service to the city of New Bedford 
were: Ruth Vital - 20 years, Dineia Sylvia - 15 years, Paul Cyr - 
10 years, David Brisson - 5 years. 


In the spring and summer of 1990, Carol A. Bellefeuille, Theresa 
Coish, and Ernestina Furtado completed the requirements for a 
Master of Science degree from the Simmons School of Library and 
Information Science. Ms. Bellefeuille and Ms. Coish were part of 
the library’s Pre-Professional program. Ms. Furtado specialized in 
archival management and took a part-time leave of absence during 
the year to work on a special archives project at Harvard Law 
School Library. All received some financial assistance and 
scheduling support from the library to pursue their degrees. 


In the process of training circulation staff on the automated 
systems, several personnel were temporarily transferred from one 
branch to another. This method of having staff assigned to various 
locations proved to be a very effective training opportunity. 


Mary Ann McGuire resigned in March of 1990 as Acting Head of 
Circulation Services, and Theresa Coish continued as Acting Head of 
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the department. 


Michael Witkowitz resigned as Bookmobile driver/clerk in February 
and was temporarily replaced by two substitutes, Laurier Lacoste 
and Roger Boyer. 


Ronald Vigeant received a serious back injury from an automobile 
accident in March and took a leave of absence for the remainder of 
the fiscal year. 


Joan Barney, Library Assistant II, moved from the Special 
Collections Department to the Reference Department in September, 
bringing with her a background of research into the local history 
collections. John Handy, a volunteer, began donating three 
mornings a week in service to the department. 


Seventeen summer pages joined the staff in July and August as part 
of the city’s youth employment program and assisted in many special 
projects. 


Anticipating FY91 budget cuts, layoff notices were sent in June to 
11 permanent staff and all substitutes, monitors and pages. 


PROPERTIES 


Major repairs were made to the boiler of the Casa da Saudade 
building, and the roof was patched to stop leaking temporarily. 


A new generator was installed in the power plant of the Bookmobile. 


Ronald Vigeant, Supervisor of Buildings and.Custodians, coordinated 
the replacement of sub-surface drains in the front lawn of the 
Buttonwood Community Branch with the cooperation of the Public 
Works, Park, Cemetery and Building Departments. 


A massive planting of bulbs on the grounds of all the branches 
resulted in a marvelous display of spring flowers. 


The Board of Library Trustees and the library administration began 
a serious review of the condition and use of the Casa da Saudade 
building, attaching monetary values to the space being used by 
other tenants and maintenance services provided by the library 
budget. Implementation of changes in the existing financial 
arrangements was scheduled for the next fiscal year. 
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FINANCE 


Financial constraints for FY90 necessitated leaving several 
positions unfilled: three Library Aide IIs, one Librarian I, one 
Library Assistant II, one Custodian, and three Pages. These 
vacancies forced the cut in hours for the Wilks Branch and cut 
backs in the hours the Main Library was open to the public. 


Budget cuts not only represented lose of ability to carry out 
library operations, but also represented a threat of very unstable 
financial times throughout the Commonwealth. A decrease of nearly 
$200,000 in the library budget from FY89 to FY90. carried undeniable 
cause for alarm. 
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TRUST FUND ACCOUNTS 


(JULY 1, 1989-JUNE 30, 1990) 


FUND / BALANCE ON HAND RECEIVED EXPENDED 
6/30/90 6/30/89 


Frederick S. Allen 


91.61 45.21 86.40 40.00 
Philip & Roberta Barnet 
27379581 .00 2,379.81 .00 
Casa da Saudade 
0.89 10.89 .00 .00 
James B. Congdon 
5.05 31.86 AS2L9 .00 
George Crocker 
961.41 311.98 649.43 .00 
Oliver Crocker 
139.70 bo Io) 86.40 00 
George Howland 
179.94 391.90 145.66 357.62 
Sylvia Ann Howland 
6,920.99 894.63 L277 303793 6,309/.37 
Susan Jones : 
1,467.81 60.96 1,406.85 .00 
Kempton/Sarah Potter 
16,641.81 1,431.47 33, DLO 20,342.36 
Elizabeth Mackie 
145.08 58.68 86.40 .00 
Charles W. Morgan 
93.67 6.89 86.78 .00 
Bernard A. Perry 
114.29 107.19 87.10 80.00 
Clara Tripp 
; 1,124.95 265.10 4,626.04 3,786.19 
Florence Waite 
1,387.34 325.39 1,061.95 .00 
Wilks 
315.16 Fant Wane Be Vee 57,043.04 58,857.80 
Patty Wilcox 
960.75 543.89 416.86 .00 
Charles Wood 
262.62 110.97 Oo .00 


Total Pos ,eie. 08) 9956,800 .234 $116,293.99 $ 89,821.34 
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RECEIPTS FY90 
Municipal Appropriation. 


Municipal Equalization Library Incentive Grant 
FY89 M.E.G. & L.I.G. Balances 


Bequest Funds 


Balance FY89 $ 6,800.23 
Income 116,293.99 
123,094.22 


Total 
Eastern Massachusetts Regional Library Program 


Grand Total 


EXPENSES FY90 
100 Account Salaries and Wages 

200 Account Charges and Services 

400 Account Supplies and Materials 


Municipal Equalization & Library Incentive 
Grants used for Salaries 


Municipal Equalization & Library Incentive 
Grants used for 200 Account 

used for 400 Account 
Trust Funds 


Balances Encumbered 


Library Incentive Grant $ .00 

Municipal Equalization Grant 32,366.85 

Trust Funds 33,212.08 

800 Account Capital Outlay .00 
Subtotal 


Eastern Massachusetts Regional Library Program 
100 Account Salaries and Wage $102,782.01 
200 Account Charges and Services 1,751.68 
400 Account Supplies and Materials 43,706.31 


Grand Total 


9 


$ 


$ 


1,185,149.02 


151,160.26 
88,772.70 


1,548,176.20 
148,240.00 
1,696, 416.20 


3 931,804.81 
, +83, 01s 
69,725.04 


Lol edd iad 
16,705.72 


32,882.68 
89,821.34 


65,639.73 
$ 1,548,176.20 


148,240.00 
S 1,696, 416.20 
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PROGRAMS 


This year we concentrated on maintaining past program formats 
while going through staff changes, the on-line phase of the 
automation project, and major budget cuts. 


The Books for Babies program was continued until the fall, when 
it was determined that a new focus should be added to this 
program and it was put on hold for future development. 


We joined the American Library Association Library Card Sign Up 
Contest in September. First Lady Barbara Bush wrote a letter of 
congratulations to all classes who participated, and Rosemary 
Medeiros presented awards and a special Story Hour to the winning 
class at Congdon School. 


The Program Planning Meeting held during the summer of 1989 was 
effective in planning programs for the year, with an additional 
meeting held by Gail Roberts, the new Youth Services Coordinator, 
in September. Her desire was to minimize craft programming and 
concentrate on Book Talks and Story Hours, with instruction 
sessions to selected staff members on the proper Book Talk format. 


Story-Craft Programs, the Guest Reader Program, Small 

Fry Cinema (changed mid-year to Movie Matinee and moved 
unsuccessfully to Saturday), pre-school story hours and the summer 
reading program completed the year. 


In celebration of April’s National Library Week we were fortunate 
that our first day on-line at the Main Library coincided with the 
National Celebration of "Night of a 1,000 Stars," a nationwide 
read-a-thon. We got excellent press coverage for the automation 
project and the Library Week activities due to this tie-in. 


For “Night of a 1,000 Stars" at the Main Library, we had a puppet 
show by the Youth Services Staff and Mayor John K. Bullard 

as our Guest Reader. At Buttonwood Library, Phil Paleologos was 
our Guest Reader and Karen M. Bromley brought animals from the 
petting zoo as our local “stars." 


The Casa da Saudade Anniversary celebration also coincided with 
"Night of a 1,000 Stars" making their festive celebration more 
special than ever, with Maria Gloria Pereira as Guest Reader and a 
group of young folk dancers from the Fisherman’s Club as the 
lively highlight of the night. 


The newsletters, “Library Logo," and the new children’s "Check It 
Out," were circulated to over 1400 patrons each month from 
September until they were discontinued in April. The newsletters 
served the teachers, students, and patrons throughout the year 
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with information about library services, the progress of the new 
automation-procedures, and a calendar listing of programs and 
displays at all of the branches. 


The Book Sale was held at Buttonwood Park in June and was so 
successful it as extended for another week. 


The Museum Pass Program, whereby the library obtained annual passes 
to cultural sites which patrons could use, was cut back due to 
budget constraints. We only retained passes to the Boston Museum 
of Fine Arts and the Whaling Museum. 


A Deaf Awareness Workshop was held in September at the Howland- 

Green Branch. Santa for the Hearing Impaired was once again held 
at the main library in December. Fred Macedo, a volunteer, was a 
warm, wonderful Santa who communicated in American Sign Language. 


FAMILY PROGRAMS 


First Night Activities included storytellers, mimes, and a 

juggler who unexpectedly appeared and performed on the lower floor 
for those in line for the Children’s Room programs and all who 
entered the building. 


Our fourth annual Summer Concert Series on the steps of the Main 
Library was co-sponsored by the Friends of the New Bedford Free 
Public Library, the Musician’s Union, Local 214 and the city of New 
Bedford. This year we were the recipients of a special Arts 
Lottery grant for a repeat performance of the Sephardic folk music 
group “The Voice of the Turtle." We were assisted in physical 
arrangements by the Department of Public Works and the Traffic 
Commission. 


ADULT PROGRAMS 


The Friends of the Library continued their excellent lecture 
series featuring Storyteller Sue Anderson; Ted Zalewski as Teddy 
Roosevelt; “Letters from Whaling Wives" by Sheila Callaghan; 
“Treasures Tried and True?" by Ronald Goodrich, and Music of the 
40's by John Souza and Donald Da Costa at the Annual Meeting in 
May. 


Former Friends president Phyllis Mayer Brody created the first 
Scrabble Fest held at the Buttonwood Branch in September of 1989. 
Under the leadership of the new president, Patricia Howard, the 
Friends held a Tag Sale in June of 1990 and set up a bake sale 
table at two of the summer concerts to help raise money for 
children’s programs. 


This year’s Adult Reading and Discussion Series at Buttonwood was 
entitled “In Search of Many Americas" and featured a wide range 
of American authors and guest scholars. This series attracts a 


1990 ANNUAL REPORT - NEW BEDFORD FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY - P16 


faithful core with new faces each year. 


Working with the Rotch-Jones-Duff House and Garden Museum and the 
Unitarian Church, Paul Cyr created an exhibit and helped plan the 
coinciding lecture to celebrate the works of local author Conrad 
Aiken. 


Special Collections staff offered an introductory workshop on 
genealogy in October. Paul Cyr lectured on Joseph Goguen of New 
Brunswick at the Wilks Branch in February and spoke at the Acushnet 
Historical Society on Clement Nye Swift, an Acushnet painter 
well-represented in our art collection. 


CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 


Through Project Youthreach, 518 children received school visits 
from well known authors and illustrators, orientation to the 
library and its services, and special programs at the library. 
Linda Darman was hired as coordinator for six months to facilitate 
arrangements among participants. 


The second annual Book Jacket Design contest was very successful 
with more classes participating this year. Some of the entries 
were later used in the new children’s newsletter "Check It Out," 
re-designed by Joan Nelson, Programming/Public Relations 
Coordinator and Andrea Monteiro of Youth Services. The entries 
were displayed during November at all branches and Awards 
Ceremonies coincided with National Children’s Book Week. Judging 
was supervised by Robert Millette of the New Bedford School 
District Art Department. 


This year’s Summer Reading Program "Undercover Investigators" was 
handled by the Youth Services Department due to staff and hours 
cutbacks at all branches. The materials were designed and 
supplied by the Eastern Massachusetts Regional Library System 
office in Boston, and less involvement of branch and administrative 
staff was required for this program. 


A pre-school "Read-To-Me" program was introduced at both Casa and 
the Main Library by the new head of Youth Services. 


TEENS 


The City of New Bedford introduced a Summer Youth Calendar in 
1989 and repeated it in 1990. All departments were encouraged to 
Create special events for teens during the summer. Our branches 
responded fn July and August of 1989 with several events. 


The Casa da Saudade held an art contest, with excellent submissions 
in oil, acrylic, and pen & pencil categories. The Wilks Branch 
held a series of workshops on “What to do With Yarn," teaching 
crochet and knitting skills. The Howland-Green Branch held both a 
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Photo Contest with the theme "Perspectives of the South End" and a 
"“Baby-Sitting Workshop" which was repeated early in the summer of 
1990. The Main Library held a “Teen Beauty Make-Over" which was 
also repeated early in the summer of 1990. 


The Programming/Public Relations Coordinator continued to conduct 
the Junior High tours. Because so many classes wanted to see the 
“African Experience" exhibit, special tours of the exhibit were 
conducted for both Carney and Gomes schools. Several teachers were 
especially enthusiastic this year about the. new version of the 
Library History slide show because it featured so many past 
Trustees who were also involved in the Abolitionist Movement. 


A special one-on-one service was conducted by the Educational 
Opportunities Center at three libraries. This new approach to 
encouraging teens and their parents to consider college and the 
assistance they can receive free of cost at the E.0.C. was 
considered more effective than past lecture format presentations 
by the E.0O.C. representatives. 


EXHIBITS & DISPLAYS 


In the summer of 1989 Maria Gloria Pereira of the Immigrants 
Assistance Center arranged a special display at the Casa da 
Saudade and the Main Library of beautiful Arraiolos tapestries on 
loan from the Portuguese Government. 


Bella Duarte of the Cape Verde Islands displayed her batik wall 
hangings at the Main Library and a collection of children’s art 
work from the islands at the Casa da Saudade Branch. 


We created a displays committee during the fall of 1989 and 
worked together as a group to create new types of displays for 
the third floor cases and to investigate new display materials. 
We were able to supply low-cost bulletin boards to both Wilks and 
Buttonwood. 


We began planning for major changes in signage throughout the 
system, working together with the head of Reference and all 
branch heads. Some changes were instituted, but this project 
will extend into the next fiscal year. 


The Commonwealth Museum loaned the exhibit about early Black 
History in the Commonwealth, "African Experience: Creating 
Community," for several months at the Main Library. At the end 
of their tour the office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. 
Connely, donated the New Bedford portion of the exhibit to the 
library, with the exception of the Cape Verdean panel, which went 
to the Cape Verdean Hall. The exhibit was displayed at the Wilks 
Branch throughout the summer of 1990. 


Our second floor exhibit case and Casa da Saudade, Howland-Green, 
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Wilks and Buttonwood, all served as display centers for library 
and community organizations displays. We were fortunate to have 
the annual displays of Friends of Poland, Day of Portugal 
Committee, New England Book Show, Holocaust Memorial, Memorial 
Book Month, Banned Books Week, Summer Reading Program, Black 
History Month, Women’s History Month, National Children’s Book 
Week and National Library Week. 


Other displays featured this year were the Fort Taber 
Retrospective, Johnny Cash & Country Music, Old Election 
Artifacts, International Literacy Year, Holidays Remembered, 
Juliette Low and the Girl Scouts, Women Write, Rotch-Jones-Duff 
House History, Cape Verdean Recognition Week, Theatre Heyday, 
Literacy Quilt, World War II Commemorative, Portuguese Windows 
at Casa, Portuguese Costumes at Howland-Green, Youthreach 
International Exhibits at Wilks and Howland-Green, Clean Water 
Weeks Photo winners from the Buzzards Bay Coalition, and an 
extension of the “African Experience" with a video component at 
Buttonwood. 


We participated in Coastweeks events for the first time this year 
by scheduling the second floor exhibit case for early September 
to feature artifacts and books about the schooner “Ernestina." 
Joe Cardoza, the Ernestina representative who created the 
exhibit, also volunteered as a Guest Reader, using books about 
the ship’s early explorations as the "Morrissey." 


These displays are designed for the interest and education of our 
patrons and to continue our support of cultural groups throughout 
the community. 


In closing, I would like to thank the staff of the NBFPL for their 
commitment to the library and the service they have made possible 
to the people of the greater New Bedford area, to the Board of 
Library Trustees for their direction and the Friends of the New 
Bedford Free Public Library for their support. 


Thank you to Paula Wallace for writing this report and to those who 
assisted her with that charge. 


Respectfully submitted 
Rosemary Medeiros, Library Director 
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